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Donations for Patients … 
Not Staff Member Perks

November 16, 2009 E-mail From Arla Escontrias to LHH Staff



• On July 7, Deputy City Controller Monique Zmuda confirmed that LHH’s gift fund 
policy “may not need to change”; this leaves the staff education sub-accounts 
that still remain within the patient gift fund.

• New sources of funding for the 
staff sub-accounts that remain
embedded in the patient gift

Will Staff Perks Be Funded by Charitable 
(Tax-Deductible) Giving and General Fund 
Appropriations Not Negotiated by Unions?
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embedded in the patient gift 
fund may include “Combined
Charities Campaign ” tax-
deductible donations made by 
staff, and from appropriations 
from the City’s budget, most
likely from the City’s
General Fund.
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• To encourage donations to LHH’s Combined 
Charities drive in 2009, Escontrias told staff 
that Donations to Volunteers, Inc. and LHH’s 
Resident Gift Fund would support patients, 
and volunteers, not staff members.

H t d d tibl d ti b d

E-Mail Appeal From LHH’s Arla Escontrias 
Assured Staff Members That Combined 
Charities Donations Benefit Patients Only
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• How can tax-deductible donations be used 
to buy “free lunches” for staff members?
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