Patrick Monette-Shaw
975 Sutter Street, Apt. 6
San Francisco, CA 94109
Phone: (415) 292-6969 • e-mail: pmonette-shaw@eartlink.net

December 7, 2020
Board of Supervisors Land Use and Transportation Committee
The Honorable Aaron Peskin , Supervisor, LUT Committee Chairperson
The Honorable Ahsha Safai, Supervisor, LUT Committee Member
The Honorable Dean Preston, Supervisor, LUT Committee Member
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102
Re: Testimony on Agenda Item #7, Strategies to Maximize
Affordable Housing on Public Land
Dear Chairperson Peskin and Land Use Committee Members,
For at least the last 22 months — nearly two years — the Board of Supervisors has dragged its feet to consider strategies
to maximize creating affordable housing on public land, given planning that had been underway as far back as March
2019 (or earlier) to place “Prop E” on the November 2019 ballot.
In addition, there is the long, sordid history of trying to place affordable housing for teachers on the Francis Scott Key
Annex public parcel, which is among the projects being funded by the 2015 Affordable Housing Bond. As such, the
Francis Scott Key housing project has been under the purview and oversight of CGOBOC (Citizen’s General Obligation
Bond Oversight Committee) for several years now.
So, it’s somewhat ironic that the Board of Supervisors is just getting around to holding today’s hearing to “explore
strategies to maximize creating affordable housing on public land.” It’s kind of like Johnny-come-lately coming late to
the party, two years late.
As part of today’s hearing, I urge the LUT Committee to require that MOHCD rapidly issue an inaugural quarterly report
to CGOBOC on planned projects for the 2019 Affordable Housing Bond. Here we are 13 months after passage of the
$600 million bond in November 2019, and CGOBOC has not yet received any written reports from MOHCD describing
projects planned for any of the various categories of affordable housing promised to voters in the bond. Yes, 13 months
after the bond was passed by voters neither CGOBOC, nor members of the public, nor the Board of Supervisors have any
idea of what specific affordable housing projects will receive funding from the 2019 Bond. Why is MOHCD being so
secretive about it? For that matter, why hasn’t CGOBOC demanded that it receive a written report from MOHCD?
I placed a public records request to MOHCD on December 4 asking for the initial status report prepared in 2020 by
MOHCD reporting on progress on the 2019 Affordable Housing Bond, and any subsequent update reports on the 2019
Bond following an initial progress report. MOHCD responded the same day, saying (lamely):
“We have no responsive records. No 2019 Affordable Housing GO Bonds have yet been issued as of
today, hence no report.”
That stands in stark contrast to the 2015 Affordable Housing Bond (under then-Mayor Ed Lee). Just two months after
voters approved the $310 million 2015 Affordable Housing Bond in November 2015, MOHCD presented an initial report
to CGOBOC on January 28, 2016 and seven months later presented a detailed status update to CGOBOC on July 28, 2016
listing various projects — by name or street location — that would be funded by the 2015 Bond.
Of note, the first band tranche for the 2015 Bond wasn’t issued until October 19, 2016, but somehow by July 2016
MOHCD had issued public documents to CGOBOC listing specific projects that would be funded by the bond.
So, why is it that under Mayor Lee MOHCD presented details of proposed projects to be funded by the 2015 Bond before
the first bond tranche was actually issued in October 2016, but now under Mayor London Breed MOHCD is saying it
can’t produce an initial report to CGOBOC and members of the public presenting details of proposed projects to be
funded by the 2019 Bond because the first 2019 bond tranche hasn’t been issued yet?
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MOHCD did provide on December 4 a link to a Board of Supervisors agenda item to authorize the first issuance of the
2019 Bonds. MOHCD indicated its presentation to the Board of Supervisors was its latest update, and indicated MOHCD
“wouldn’t consider it an initial status report.”
The LUT Committee should require that MOHCD rapidly develop and immediately provide to CGOBOC and members of
the public the initial planned projects to be funded by the 2019 Affordable Housing Bond.
Don’t let this opportunity go to waste!
Respectfully submitted,
Patrick Monette-Shaw
Columnist,
Westside Observer Newspaper
cc: The Honorable Norman Yee, Board President
The Honorable Sandra Lee Fewer, Supervisor, District 1
The Honorable Catherine Stefani, Supervisor, District 2
The Honorable Gordon Mar, Supervisor, District 4
The Honorable Matt Haney, Supervisor, District 6
The Honorable Rafael Mandelman, Supervisor, District 8
The Honorable Hillary Ronen, Supervisor, District 9
The Honorable Shamann Walton, Supervisor, District 10
Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
Erica Major, Board of Supervisors Clerk to the Land Use and Transportation Committee

